
 

 

LOWICK PARISH COUNCIL 

 
A meeting of Lowick Parish Council was held on 11th September 2008 at 7.30 p.m. in the 

Village Hall 

 

Present: Mrs M A Bell, W Perks, PD Calder, JA Huddart, NW Dickinson, Councillor D 

Wilson, Ms Maria Hardy 

 

1.  The Chairman welcomed everyone and opened the meeting 

 

2.  Apologies for absence were received from Ms M Harker, Mrs S Graham, SA Mather 

and County Councillor RJD Watkin 

 

3.  Minutes of previous meetings - these were agreed as being correct 

 

4.  Matters Arising 

� Confirmation has been received that the Post Office will close but no date for closure 

has been given.  The outreach service will be closely monitored 

� Holburn Green - nothing has been received from Northumberland County Council 

� Dog Bins - D Wilson has not received any information 

� Unitary Authority - D Wilson reported that there are to be only 3 area committees 

instead of the 5 originally proposed 

� D Wilson reported that Sir Alan Beith is now back at work 

� Lorries are still parking outside the silos. The police have been contacted, it was 

agreed to write to Inspector S Stavers at Berwick Police Station 

 

5.  4 Shores Project 

The Chairman introduced Ms Maria Hardy who had been invited to the meeting to 

explain the 4 shores project 

 

Ms Hardy explained that the 4 shores project is led by the Environment Agency and they 

are also working with Natural England and the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty as 

well as the local farmers/landowners.  They are looking at how to change the flood 

defences on the coast.  They plan to remove a short section of the North Beal flood bank 

to allow flood water into a field to develop a salt marsh and also to carry out some work 

to establish a fresh water marsh.  Grazing would still take place on this land but stock 

levels would be managed, shallow ponds and scrapes would also be made. 

 

Ms Hardy showed some very interesting computer demonstrations on areas which would 

be flooded depending on the height of the tides.  There is currently a problem with a 

public right of way and she is in discussions with Northumberland County Council 

regarding this.  The Parish Council did not think there would be an issue if current path is 

flooded for a short space of time.  Ms Hardy would welcome any feedback on the 

proposals.  The planning application would hopefully be submitted in the winter. 

 

The Chairman thanked Ms Hardy for her very interesting presentation.  Ms Hardy left the 

meeting.  NW Dickinson joined the meeting 

 

 



 

 

6.  Boundary Commission Review 

NW Dickinson had attended a meeting but nothing was decided.  The Parish Council 

decided to respond the preliminary consultation from the Boundary Commission by 

saying they thought it was a good idea to increase the council size.  NW Dickinson 

commented that he thought it was a good idea that councillor wards should have common 

circumstances 

 

7.  Finance 

The clerk reported that the audit had been received from the external auditors and 

highlighted the points raised.  These comments were accepted by the Parish Council. 

 

8.  Matters to report on potholes, repairs/maintenance to streetlights/highway, etc 

� Potholes in South Road and Eelwell road 

� NW Dickinson reported that the grass on the verge on South Road needed cutting, 

other members of the Parish Council did not agree with this 

� Water on the road below the silos and on the bank going down to Beal - these should 

be rectified before the winter 

 

9.  Correspondence 

� Post Office closure correspondence received 

� Planning permission received for The Fuffins, Hunting Hall; 53 Main Street; 

agricultural building at East Holburn Farm; agricultural dwelling at East Holburn 

Farm 

� 3 Rivers Housing Association - local letting policy. It was agreed that the Parish 

Council would like to have a local letting policy in the parish in relation to the 

allocation of Berwick Borough Housing Stock 

� It was decided to invite a magistrate to a future meeting 

 

10.  Any other business 

� NW Dickinson congratulated Lowick First School on their ex pupils gaining excellent 

GCSE results 

� Lowick in Bloom would like to plant bulbs around the common - this was agreed 

� At the Lowick in Bloom AGM as suggestion had been made that the precept be 

increased to enable to Parish Council to make a bigger contribution to Lowick in 

Bloom. D Wilson said that the precept should be kept as low as possible this year 

 

11. Date of next meeting - 9th October 2008 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.05 p.m. 

 

 

 

                                                                                    ___________________ 

                                                                                    9th October 2008 

 


